
MAYPLACE GROUND, BEXLEYHEATH, DA7 6JT

OFFICIAL MATCH PROGRAMME





From The Chairman
Welcome to the Mayplace Ground today for our FA Vase
Second Qualifying Round game with Crawley Down
Gatwick.

We hope all connected with our visitors have had a
pleasant journey and enjoy the facilities on offer.

We come into this game after securing a point in an
entertaining game against Lordswood on Wednesday.
With that and our good win in the previous round of this
competition at Balham we are starting to see some better
performances from our side and are hoping for a good
showing today and a place in the draw for the next round.

A reminder that if today's game finishes level at 90
minutes, we go straight to penalties!

We wish all those in attendance an entertaining
afternoon and a safe journey home.



 

Tower Hamlets Football Club is an English football club based in
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. The club are currently
members of the Essex Senior League and play at the Mile End
Stadium. Up until July 2013 the club was playing under the name
Bethnal Green United. The club was established in 2000 by
Mohammed Nurul Hoque and Akhtar Ahmed as a community
club. The club played in several leagues, including the Canary
Wharf Summer League, the Inner London Football League and the
London Intermediate League, before joining the Middlesex
County League. They were granted Senior status after winning the
league's Premier Division in 2009, and were promoted to the
Essex Senior League. In the 2009–10 season they finished fifth in
the ESL and won both cups operated by the Essex Senior League,
beating Burnham Ramblers 4–1 in the final of the Gordon Brasted
Memorial Trophy.

In 2020 our First Team switched leagues to the Southern Counties
East and are playing our home games at Phoenix Sports Mayplace
Road Ground.

Club Honours
FA Vase – Last 16 – 2011/ 2012 season

Eastern Junior Alliance U18 League Cup Champions - 2010/ 11
Essex Senior League Cup - 2009/10

Gordon Brasted Memorial Trophy Champions - 2009/10
Middlesex County ‘Premier Division Champions - 2008/09

Middlesex County Open Cup Winners - 2008/09
Middlesex County Premier Division Cup Runners up - 2008/09

Echo League U16 ‘A ‘Division Champions - 2008/09

Tower Hamlets
A Brief History



Crawley Down Gatwick FC have made a remarkable rise from parks football to the Ryman League in less than 20 years. The
club was only formed in 1993 but have enjoyed the type of success many could only hope for in their short history. 

In 2011 Sussex County League title success and promotion to Step 4 Football was followed by an appearance at the AMEX in
the Sussex Senior Cup Final in 2012. 1983-95 Delving back into the history books to 1983, Crawley Down United could be
found nestled in Division Six of the Mid Sussex League. By 1988 the club had risen to Div One, winning three league titles and
finishing runners-up on two occasions. After three seasons in Div One they won promotion to the Premier Division as
runners up to Lindfield. 1993/94 culminated in a merger of four local sides and adopting the name Crawley Down Village
they finished third in the following season. 1994/5 they claimed their first Premier Division title by a massive margin of ten
points from 2nd placed Wealden. 

In 1995 the Anvils joined the Sussex County League Division Three. In the first season they finished second and found
themselves making an even swifter move into Senior Football. They also reached the final of the Intermediate Cup. The first
two seasons in Division Two provided much sought after consolidation but in the 1998-99 season they finished in a
promotion position but only to be denied a place in Division One because they could not persuade Mid Sussex District
Council to allow the installation of floodlights in time. The following season they thought they had finished in a promotion
spot again only to be thwarted by a late decision to award Lancing three extra points after Mile Oak had fielded an illegible
player. The next four seasons were not so easy for the club with changes of management and they finished no higher than
11th in that period. The 2004-07 era was better as they finished tenth and fifth and In the Division Two Cup, they reached the
semifinal stage two years running. 2006-07 was a struggle only staying up after an outstanding finish to the season loosing
just two of the last 14 matches. Cup form was better, reaching both the Q/F of the Sussex RUR Cup and the Div Two Cup.
 
2007-08 was a massive year for the club as the culmination of 10 years’ hard work behind the scenes paid off with the Anvils
given the go ahead to upgrade facilities. Floodlights, hard standing and stands followed and were in place for the start of the
new season. The Team finished 6th and reached the semi-final of the John O’Hara League Cup. In the FA Vase they reached
the 4th round losing away at Brockenhurst. The Anvils also entertained Brighton & HA in the Sussex Senior Cup. By now, the
club were gaining momentum on and off the pitch and they finally won promotion to Div One with a third place finish. 

2009-2010 Many expected the Division One new boys to struggle but they defied the odds to enjoy a tremendous season,
finishing eighth in the league and enjoying good cup runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase as well as reaching the League Cup
Final. 2010-11 Proved to be the most successful season in the club’s history as the Anvils won the County League Division
One and promotion to the Ryman League by a margin of 15 points as well as winning the RUR Cup. They reached the semi-
finals of both the John O’Hara and the Sussex Senior Cups where they lost to Blue Square prem side Eastbourne Borough.

2011-12 Saw the Club compete in the Ryman Isthmian South for the first time and the Club set about building a team to
compete at this level, finishing in 15th place and also getting to the Sussex Senior Cup Final at the AMEX, losing out in the last
minute to Ryman South Champions Whitehawk. A name change to Crawley Down Gatwick FC was approved highlighting the
wider area to which the Club is now associated. 2012/16 Season started remarkably well with the team topping the Ryman
South table through to November but finally finishing in 13th position. Forced Manager changes meant a massive dip in form
in 2013/14, which saw the Anvils plummet from the top of the table to 19th Place by the end of Jan and finally end up second
to bottom and relegation back to the Sussex County League. 

2014/15 The Club decided after rejoining the County League to go back to its roots and try to use local intermediate players,
unfortunately this did not work out and the Club were in the relegation zone by Xmas. The team finally ended 2nd to bottom
and further relegation followed to the newly named Southern Combination League Div 1. 2015/16 Saw the revival of the side
under Paul Cooper as the rebuilt Anvils challenged at the top all season, finally finishing in 2nd place behind Haywards Hth
Town and 14 points clear of 3rd placed Oakwood to gain promotion back to the Southern Combination Premier Division.

2016/18 Back in the SCL Prem the side continued its improvement finishing in a creditable mid table position and reaching
the RUR Cup Final in that first year. 
The following season they achieved a mid table finish again and a PB cup Semi final.

Crawley Down Gatwick
A Brief History 



No spectator or unauthorised persons are permitted to
persistently stand in a seated area or smoke in any area
of the stadium where smoking is not permitted.

“The Southern Counties East Football League strongly
support recent FA statements that there should be a zero
tolerance approach against racism and all forms of
discrimination. Accordingly any form of discriminatory
abuse whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual
orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or any other form of
abuse will be reported to the relevant County Association for
action by that Association.” 

 “The Southern Counties East Football League supports the
‘Swearing – Let’s Tackle It’ campaign and strongly condemns
the use of foul and abusive language at football matches."

Phoenix Sports Club
Mayplace Road East, Barnehurst, Kent,

DA7 6JT



Match Filming

Tower Hamlets are proud to be working 
with VEO who will be recording 

our games during the 2021/22 Season 

If any opposition or spectators are looking 
to also film or use professional 

photography at our home games please 
politely inform us at 

info@towerhamletsfc.co.uk



Wood Mangal

Turkish Kitchen
329 Bethnal Green Rd,

London E2 6LJ

Traditional Turkish Food
to Eat-in or Take Out

 
also on Deliveroo and Just Eat



FA Vase Fixtures

AFC Varndeanians v Kent Football United
Colliers Wood United v Punjab United

Croydon v Horley Town
Erith Town v Sheppey United
Greenways v Forest Hill Park

Hailsham Town v Staplehurst Monarchs United
Holmesdale v AFC Croydon Athletic

Lordswood v Seaford Town
Loxwood v Erith & Belvedere

May & Baker v Glebe
Meridian VP v Shoreham

Raynes Park Vale v Welling Town
Rochester United v Chessington & Hook United

Saltdean United v Bridon Ropes
Snodland Town v Sutton Athletic

Tower Hamlets v Crawley Down Gatwick
Tunbridge Wells v Canterbury City

Worthing United v Stansfeld
.

Saturday 25th September
Second Round Qualifying



 
THE WARNING from the Kent FA on the fall in numbers of match officials for grassroots fixtures
makes for worrying reading. Put simply, without referees, the football system cannot function
properly.

In an open letter to clubs, the county FA’s referee development officer Nick Dunn explained the issues they,
and many other county associations, seem to be facing in grassroots football.

He said: “We closed the 2020-2021 season with over 1,634 match officials affiliated; the most we have ever
received. Ensuring transparency, at this present time of the 2021-2022 season we have 1,247 affiliated match
officials, representing almost a 24 per cent loss.

“To put this loss into footballing terms, if each of those 400 referees lost were to referee approximately 20
games a season it results in approximately 8,000 matches being played without a referee.”
Dunn says the matches under their control without a referee are at an all-time high. Not only does this not
help the grassroots game, but it makes the development of referees and the progression through the system
tougher.

At The NLP, we’ve experienced first-hand the good work the FA are putting in to encourage the development
of referees, and therefore retain them. But it’s always going to be hard to keep filling the tank when they are
subjected to some of the abuse we see all too often.

Dunn points out that the conduct and behaviour of a minority of participants is not the sole reason for the
drop-off, but he believes it is a fundamental one.

Where are we as a society and sport if a match official can’t turn up on a Saturday afternoon or a Sunday
morning without fear of what might happen should they dare make a decision somebody doesn’t agree with?

Remember, it might not just come from a player. But spectators or parents overstepping the mark, managers
and coaches failing to conduct themselves as they should.
Football is a passionate game. Nobody wants to take that out of it. But there is a very clear line that shouldn’t
be crossed. And passion isn’t a good enough reason for losing control over a game of football - something
everyone is supposed to be involved in because they enjoy it.
Verbal threats, physical attacks, abusive comments on social media after the game – yes, it’s a minority but it’s
far too much.

Often culprits will be handed fines and suspensions. The authorities can only do what they can do, individuals
have to take responsibility.
But the game as a whole must also pull together to stamp it out. Clubs must hand out their own individual
punishments to the people associated to them who go too far.
Often, this concerns adults going over board at kids football. That’s even more worrying when a parent can’t
control their reactions. We’d like to think they would realise the impact it has on their own child’s enjoyment.

The majority of people get involved as a match official because they enjoy the game too. No wonder some
are choosing to walk away. Let’s put on a united front to keep them safe – and in the game.

 



Player Sponsors

Tower Hamlets are welcoming Player
Sponsors for our 2021/22 Season in the

Southern Counties East Football League. 

Those sponsoring a player will have a
season long mention in this matchday

programme, receive Social Media
mentions and feel the warm glow of

helping support their local football club.

For more details or to sponsor one of
the lads for just £50 please contact the

Chairman or email us at
info@towerhamletsfc.co.uk





League    Canterbury City (A)              L  1-2

League    Erith & Belvedere (H)          L 1-5

FA CUP    Sheppey United (H)            L 1-4

League    Rusthall (A)                             L 0-1

League    Hollands & Blair  (A)            W 3-0

League    Fisher (A)                                  L 0-2

League    Glebe (H)                                  L 0-4

FA VASE  Balham (A)                               W 2-1

League   Erith Town (A)                         L 1-3

League   Lordswood  (H)                      D 3-3

FA VASE  Crawley DG (H)                     25/09

League   Holmesdale  (H)                     29/09

League   K Sports  (A)                             02/10

 Fixtures and Results

TOWER HAMLETS



Bearsted v Erith & Belvedere
Canterbury City v Erith Town

Deal Town v Glebe
Fisher v Chatham Town

Hollands & Blair v Crowborough Ath
Holmesdale v Lordswood
K Sports v Tower Hamlets

Rusthall v Kennington
Tunbridge Wells v Punjab United
Welling Town v Sheppey United

 

 Premier Division Fixtures
Saturday 25th September

Rusthall v K Sports
Tower Hamlets v Holmesdale

Bearsted v Deal Town
Chatham Town v Punjab United
Crowborough Athletic v Glebe

Erith & Belvedere v Fisher
Kennington v Hollands & Blair
Lordswood v Tunbridge Wells

Chatham Town v Kennington

Tuesday 28th September

Wednesday 29th September

Saturday 2nd October



 
Tuesday 14th September

Deal Town 2-0 Kennington 
Erith & Belvedere 2-0 Punjab United

Glebe 2-0 Tunbridge Wells
Hollands & Blair 0-3 Bearsted

Sheppey United 4-0 Lordswood

Wednesday 15th September
Erith Town 3-1 Tower Hamlets

Holmesdale 1-1 Fisher 
Rusthall 1-3 Welling Town

Saturday 18th September
Deal Town 2-1 Erith & Belvedere

Glebe 1-0 Hollands & Blair
Holmesdale 0-2 Canterbury City 

Kennington 5-2 Welling Town
Punjab United 1-5 K Sports 

Tunbridge Wells 4-1 Crowborough Athletic
 

Wednesday 22nd September
Tower Hamlets 3-3 Lordswood 

Southern Counties East
Football League
Premier Division Results



There may have only been 6 matches in the Premier Division but there was no
shortage of action as we had 24 goals, including 3 hat-tricks, and despite us being in
the 7th week of fixtures we are still yet to have a goalless game.

It was a day for winners and losers as there was no draw in sight – however it took a
last minute winner from Deal Town to prevent that from happening at the Charles
Sports Ground.

Erith & Belvedere had earlier announced Luke Rooney as a new signing and he took
little time to settle in scoring a stunning 18th minute opener.
Early in the second half Jack Paxman levelled the scores and it was looking like the
points would be shared.
Troy Howard had other ideas though and his injury time winner has helped move Deal
up to 3rd place and handed ‘The Deres’ their first league loss of the season.

Glebe are still unbeaten and remain top of the table after a narrow 1-0 success at
home to Hollands & Blair.
Jamie Philpot took just 2 minutes of this game to net his 11th league goal of the
season and it proved to be the winner, with the hosts having the luxury of missing a
second half penalty too.

Three players hit hat-tricks today including Kennington‘s Gary Lockyer against
Welling Town.
Robbie Dolan and Tom Penfold also scored for the ‘Ton’ and after their 5-2 win they
are now 9th.

Tarik Ibrahim claimed a match ball as K Sports won 5-1 at Punjab United.
Segun Ikudehinbu and Kane Butler added the others for The Paperboys in a
comfortable win on the road.

All of Matt Gething’s trio came in the first half helping Tunbridge Wells to earn the
bragging rights in the A26 derby with Crowborough Athletic.
The Crows opened the scoring, through Kieran Scantlebury before Gething got his
goals while Regan Corke added the icing on the cake in the second half.
Both of Canterbury City‘s goals came after the break as won at Holmesdale 2-0.

Jordan Casey and Tom Cousins found the net within minutes of each other and with 3
points earned City now lie in 11th.

SCEFL Round-Up
Saturday 18th September

https://scefl.com/player/luke-rooney-2
https://scefl.com/player/jack-paxman
https://scefl.com/player/jamie-philpot
https://scefl.com/player/gary-lockyer
https://scefl.com/player/robbie-dolan
https://scefl.com/player/thomas-penfold
https://scefl.com/player/segun-victor-ikudehinbu
https://scefl.com/player/kane-butler
https://scefl.com/player/matthew-gething
https://scefl.com/player/kieran-scantlebury
https://scefl.com/player/regan-corke
https://scefl.com/player/jordan-casey
https://scefl.com/player/tom-cousins




Premier Division 
SCEFL Table

Up to and including 24th September



 

James Alabi
James Alabi was born in Southwark, London, on 8th November 1994. James has made a name
for himself throughout his career in the football leagues. He is renowned for being a handful for
any defender, with many fans describing him as Drogbaesque. He is still only 26 and has the
time and ability to reach the top.

James football journey began with him making a  name for himself in his local Borough of
Southwark  with his prestigious talent. After scoring five goals  in a school match, James
subsequently grabbed the attention of a Millwall FC scout 
who also happened  to be the referee of the school match. 
James was  now deservedly a part of the Millwall academy.

Following a change of set-up at Millwall with their  academy 
becoming a school of excellence, James  decided to leave 
Millwall and seek a new challenge. Trials with the likes of 
Arsenal and Chelsea proved unsuccessful.

Stoke would eventually be the club Alabi would join.  The 
move to Stoke was a great opportunity for  James. However, 
moving away from his family and  friends at 15 years old 
would prove to be a difficult  time for him.
After a short time with the Stoke academy, James spent a 
season with Scottish giants Celtic in their Lennoxtown 
academy. Moving to a club of the statue of Celtic at such a 
young age was a phenomenal opportunity for a young James. 
After a season of growth on and off the pitch, James would 
choose to move back to Stoke. After returning to Stoke, 
James had various loans throughout the football league for 
Scunthorpe, Mansfield, Forest Green and Accrington Stanley.

Fast forward to the summer of 2021, and James has since played for Grimsby Town, Chester,
Tranmere Rovers, Leyton Orient and now Bromley FC. It's fair to say he has achieved a lot
through the leagues and garnered a wealth of experience. James is currently expanding his
portfolio away from football, filming a popular youtube podcast called Baller Talk. He is co-
hosting this with fellow friends and footballers Femi llesanmi & Medy Elito. After a successful
season at Bromley, he has signed a new contract for the 2021-22 season. You can't help but
admire James and the way he carries himself on and off the pitch. He's still young and has
plenty of time to work his way back into the football league.

SportBlogs

@Blogs11Sport @sportblogs1

https://twitter.com/Blogs11Sport


Taiwo Alieu 
Raphael Duyile 
Harrison Abu 

Levi Fernandez 
Akwasi Marfo 
Ismael Mendy 
Tola Odedoyin 
Wale Odedoyin 

Ismael Traore-Mendy 
Ayorinde Omoyayi 

Asad Ahmed 
Benas Vaivada 
Ishmed Turay 

Tyler Hinds 
Kemo Darboe 

Abdul-Wahab Wahab 
George Turner 
Sergiu Anton
Ardian Fera

Michael Belli
Alex Bellingham

Josh Brown
Shaun Findlay

Finlay Gadd
Oli Leslie

Oliver Moore
Marc Pelling

Charlie Pitcher
Lewis Scally

Michael Wood
Andre Elkana
Phil Johnson

William Broomfield
Luca Intelligenza

Harvey Blake
Mike Spence
Billy Wraight

If the match finishes level at 90 minutes 
Penalties will decide the winner

THE TEAMS


