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Welcome Message
from The Chairman
Hi everyone!
Welcome to today's League match between Tower Hamlets
and Hollands & Blair.
Tower Hamlets are currently sitting bottom of the table
after a 3-0 defeat to Beckenham Town on Wednesday. We
go in search of our first points of the season today against
tough opposition.
Hollands and Blair are coming into this fixture after
gaining 7 points in their previous 3 league matches. They
stand 10th in the league table.
Please stay safe and enjoy the game and your afternoon.

Tower Hamlets
A Brief History
Tower Hamlets Football Club is an English football club based in
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. The club are currently
members of the Essex Senior League and play at the Mile End
Stadium. Up until July 2013 the club was playing under the
name Bethnal Green United. The club was established in 2000
by Mohammed Nurul Hoque and Akhtar Ahmed as a
community club. The club played in several leagues, including
the Canary Wharf Summer League, the Inner London Football
League and the London Intermediate League, before joining the
Middlesex County League. They were granted Senior status
after winning the league's Premier Division in 2009, and were
promoted to the Essex Senior League. In the 2009–10 season
they finished fifth in the ESL and won both cups operated by
the Essex Senior League, beating Burnham Ramblers 4–1 in the
final of the Gordon Brasted Memorial Trophy.

Club Honours
FA Vase – Last 16 – 2011/ 2012 season
Eastern Junior Alliance U18 League Cup Champions - 2010/ 11
Essex Senior League Cup - 2009/10
Gordon Brasted Memorial Trophy Champions - 2009/10
Middlesex County ‘Premier Division Champions - 2008/09
Middlesex County Open Cup Winners - 2008/09
Middlesex County Premier Division Cup Runners up - 2008/09
Echo League U16 ‘A ‘Division Champions - 2008/09

Hollands & Blair
A Brief History
BIt was in 1967 that a Twydall-based factory team named
Hollands & Blair started out and they were to become quite
successful as they won the Rochester & District League Division
Five in 1968-69, following that up with the Division Three title the
following season.
The original side continued their upward spiral, winning the
Rochester & District League Division Two title in 1971–72 and
they followed that up by being runners-up in Division One the
next season (1972-73).Then in 1973 the two clubs merged,
initially on a first team/reserve team basis but after just one
season the Blair first team folded and H & B chose to continue
under the Hollands & Blair moniker, competing in Division Four
for the 1974-75 campaign.
The 2015-16 saw Blair stepping up to their highest level (Step 5)
and they took to it like a duck to water. They led the table for a
long while but a disappointing run-in saw Paul Piggott's side
finish runners-up to eventual Champions Greenwich Borough.
For the 2019/20 Season Simon Halsey took over the hot seat with
Luke Harvey installed as his assistant. Flying high in the table
they didn't get to see an end result for their hard work, with the
season abandoned and made null and void due to the worldwide
Coronovirus Pandemic.2020/21 now awaits and the Club are
excited for what it may bring.

Match Filming

Tower Hamlets are proud to be working
with VEO who will be recording
our games during the 2020/21 Season
If any opposition or spectators are looking
to also film or use professional
photography at our home games please
politely inform us at
info@towerhamletsfc.co.uk

IT’S DIFFICULT to know what to write about sometimes in these programme columns we send out
each week.
Do people want to hear views on the big issues around the game? Are you flicking through a
programme for some light-hearted reading at half-time?
It feels like everything has been a bit serious recently. And rightfully so. Clubs up and down are
worried about the future. What makes it harder, in this Covid pandemic, is a lot of the things we
are worrying about when it comes to Non-League football are largely out of everyone’s control.
While clubs can put the right protocols in place, if the government suddenly decide no fans then
there’s not much that can be done about it.It’s a frustrating time for all, perhaps summed up by the
situation this weekend in the FA Cup where Step 2 fans aren’t allowed to watch their team play
live, be it home or away.
At the time of writing, there is still great uncertainty for National League clubs about their kick-off.
They will be behind closed doors but with almost no exceptions, that will only work if there is
sufficient support from the Government or the Premier League. All we really want is to watch our
teams play again. That goes for every club throughout the pyramid. Those who already have fans
in want to make sure the gates stay open. Perhaps this tricky period reminds us why we started
watching Non-League football in the first place.
The thought sprung to mind from last week’s NLP where our new columnist Tony Incenzo –
talkSPORT’s journalist and Non-League expert – about the importance of getting young fans
through the doors.Tony recounts how his mum used to drop him and a friend at the gates of
Hendon and would return at 4.45pm to pick them up knowing they will have had an enjoyable, and
safe, afternoon watching their local side. From their Tony’s passion for these levels of the game
soared and, anyone who follows him on twitter, will know just how many grounds he has visited
over the years.
It got me to thinking about my own involvement in the game. My Dad is the on to blame, Heavily
involved in Non-League football, I probably had no choice. But I loved going down to a ground,
smelling the liniment waft from the changing rooms before standing so close to the action soaking
it all in.
I enjoyed watching Premier League football, like any other kid, but really Non-League was the
place to be. That then morphed into regularly watching Farnborough Town with friends
before, in our teenage years, that transformed into away games as well. We’d hop on the train
early in the morning and headed off to far flung destinations like Hitchin, Carshalton and St
Albans.
It’s only a few years later when you start driving that you realise these places are not that far away
at all.
But that was our Saturdays. Stopping at McDonalds on the way to the ground. Stopping there
again on the way back to the station. Navigating our way through Clapham Junction and
eventually arriving back home tired but fulfilled.
That’s what Covid has shown me, anyway. How much I enjoy being at a game with other people
and soaking it all in. How I enjoy going to a game wi my Dad, who kick-started my love affair with
Non-League in the first place. And, with that, I’m off today to see a game with him. Enjoy your
game.

Wood Mangal

Turkish Kitchen
329 Bethnal Green Rd,
London E2 6LJ

Traditional Turkish Food
to Eat-in or Take Out
also on Deliveroo and Just Eat

Player Sponsors

Tower Hamlets are welcoming Player
Sponsors for our 2020/21 Season in the
Southern Counties East Football League.

Those sponsoring a player will have a
season long mention in this matchday
programme, receive Social Media
mentions and feel the warm glow of
helping support their local football club.
For more details or to sponsor one of
the lads for just £50 please contact the
Chairman or email us at
info@towerhamletsfc.co.uk

Today's SCEFL Fixtures
Saturday 3rd October
FA Cup Second Qualifying Round
Corinthian v Hampton & Richmond
Folkestone Inv v Chatham Town
Sheppey United v Welling United
Premier Division
Balham v Deal Town
Bearsted v Erith Town
Beckenham Town v Fisher
Canterbury City v Glebe
Crowborough Ath v Welling Town
K Sports v AFC Croydon Ath
Lordswood v Erith & Belvedere
Tower Hamlets v Hollands & Blair
First Division
Lydd Town v Croydon
Meridian VP v Rochester Utd
Rusthall v Holmesdale
SC Thamesmead v Lewisham Borough
Stansfeld v Kennington
Sutton Athletic v Greenways

TOWER HAMLETS
Fixtures and Results

Cup
League
League
League
League
Cup
League
League
League
League
League
League
League
League

Langney Wanderers (A)
Bearsted (A)
Welling Town (H)
Crowborough Ath (H)
Fisher (A)
Enfield Borough (A)
Chatham Town (A)
Beckenham Town (A)
Hollands & Blair (H)
Corinthian (A)
Erith Town (A)
Punjab United (H)
Deal Town (A)
Glebe (A)

L 2-3
L 1-2
L 2-3
L 2-5
L 1-3
L 2-3
L 1-6
L 0-3
03/10
06/10
10/10
14/10
17/10
20/10

Tower Hamlets 0-3 Beckenham Town
Three goals in the first fifteen minutes of the snd half secured all three points for
Beckenham Town at Tower Hamlets F.C.
In the first half, the hosts matched the Becks, but the visitors blitz after the break
finished the game as a contest.
Steve Townsend had the first goal attempt of the game for Beckenham but his shot
was saved by Jamie Chebesi before Deese Kasinga had a shot deflected wide at the
other end. The hosts’ Kayne James-Thompson then fired well over before Bill Martins
picked out Beckenham’s Callum Henry with a free kick but he headed over.Joe
Nwoko was next to miss the target when heading over a Jamie Brown cross before
the hosts came close when Sakariya Hassan’s shot was deflected wide. The resultant
corner was half cleared but when it was returned into the area, goalkeeper Michael
McEntegart mishandled it and Shkelgum Sadiku tapped it in only for his joy to be cut
short by an offside flag.
Nwoku then sent Tyrone Pink away down the inside right channel and he held it up
well before pulling back to Nwoku but he fired over then Martins did likewise from a
free kick.
Bruno Gomes had a good chance for Tower Hamlets but headed wide from Bleron
Ademi’s cross before Beckenham came even closer when Junior Kaffo’s shot
appeared to clip the post.
On the stroke of half time, Martins was caught by a very poor challenge which ended
in him being stretchered off and taken to hospital with a suspected broken or
dislocated ankle.
Bertie Valler replaced him at the start of the second half as the visitors came out on
the front foot. Pink shot wide before the stale-mate was broken.
Townsend picked his spot and struck a low free kick just inside the far post.
Chebesi the made an outstanding save from Nwoko before Harvey Brand met
Valler’s excellent free kick with a towering header that came back off the post. It
came as no surprise when Beckenham scored again when Pink got on the end of a
long through ball and poked it beyond Chebesi.
Two minutes later, Townsend scored his second and Beckenham’s third with
another excellent finish.
Hassan created a chance at the other end with a brilliant piece of skill but Kasinga
fired over before Brown came close for Beckenham with a shot that went just the
wrong side of the post.
After that, substitutions disrupted the play and the chances dried up although
Nwoku thought that he had added a fourth when following up after Chebesi had
beaten out Brand’s shot but he had strayed offside.
Beckenham were forced to finish with ten men when their final substitute, Jamie
Humpries, fell victim to a robust challenge and was forced to limp off.

Southern Counties East
Football League
Premier Division Results

Saturday 26th September
AFC Croydon Ath 3-0 Canterbury
Beckenham Town 3-4 Bearsted
Chatham Town 6-1 Tower Hamlets
Corinthian 4-2 Fisher
Deal Town 5-2 Punjab Utd
Erith Town 3-2 Crowborough Ath
Glebe 3-2 Lordswood
Hollands & Blair 0-0 Erith & Belvedere
Sheppey United 3-2 Balham
Tunbridge Wells 2-2 Welling Town
Monday 28th September
K Sports 1-1 Sheppey United
Tuesday 29th September
Corinthian 4-2 Bearsted
Crowborough Ath 0-6 Chatham Town
Erith & Belvedere 1-2 Punjab Utd
Fisher 3-2 Glebe
Lordswood 1-2 Canterbury City
Tunbridge Wells 1-0 AFC Croydon Ath
Wednesday 30th September
Balham 2-1 Erith Town
Tower Hamlets 0-3 Beckenham Town

Premier Division
Table

Up to 2nd October

Phoenix Sports Club
Mayplace Road East,
Barnehurst, Kent, DA7 6JT
No spectator or unauthorised persons are
permitted to persistently stand in a seated
area or smoke in any area of the stadium
where smoking is not permitted.
Please check-in using the NHS Covid19 App
and obey all Social Distancing measures in
place.
Our COVID Risk Assessment can be found at
towerhamletsfc.co.uk

THE TEAMS

Abdirahman Ahmed
Jermaine Anderson
Javaan Campbell
Denilson Carvalho
Joshua Chebesi
Kevin Dompey
Columbus Iyayi
Mikkel Fosu
Bruno Gomes
Deese Kasinga Madia
Darius Maxime
James Morgan
Tola Odedoyin
Olu Oludare Ogunnowo
Ricardo Price
Ruben Santos
Tobi Tinubu
Best Toke

Ben Brown
Darren Cooper
Ricky Freeman
Matt Gething
Luke Harvey
Joe Kane
Daniel Kedwell
Harry Kingdon
Tom Loynes
Calum McGeehan
Lewis Mingle
Samuel Prescott
Fjord Rogers
Chris Saunders
Louis Valencia
Mitchell Vincent Ware
Sam Welch

Match Officials:
Liam How- SCOTT HAMILTON- Louis Covington

