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OVERVIEW
TREASURY GUIDANCE FOR CLUBS

• Grant funding of £25,000 is available for hospitality and leisure businesses with property with a rateable value between

£15,000 and £51,000. (Refer to ‘Retail and Hospitality Grant Scheme’ for more information – page 5).

• A 12-month business rates holiday for all retail, hospitality and leisure businesses in England will be introduced.

(Refer to ‘Business Rate Holiday’ for more information - page 6).

• The government is bringing forward legislation to allow SMEs to reclaim statutory sick pay paid for sickness absence due to COVID-19.

Employers with fewer than 250 employees will be eligible. (Refer to ‘Statutory Sick Pay Rebate’ for more information - page 7).

• Clubs in financial distress with outstanding tax liabilities may be eligible to receive support with their tax affairs through HMRC’s Time To 

Pay service who can help with any tax deferrals and revised payback schedule. (Refer to ‘HMRC Time to Pay Scheme’ for more 

information - page 8).
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OVERVIEW (cont.)
TREASURY GUIDANCE FOR CLUBS

• Business Interruption Loan through the British Business Bank (see page 10) . 

• Businesses that have insurance for both pandemics and government-ordered closure should be covered. However, the impact of

government advice on mass gatherings in terms of insurance is yet to be confirmed. Please check your individual insurance policy.

• For further support, please visit the government’s support for businesses page or contact your local authority which will be issued

with guidance to help businesses in their area.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19


RETAIL AND HOSPITALITY 
GRANT SCHEME

What is it?
• Grant funding of up to £25,000 to businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure industries

• Only one grant is available per property

Who is it available to?
• Businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors (including football clubs) with a rateable value between £15,000 and £51,000. 

• More guidance can be found here. 

How to access it
• The schemes will be delivered by Local Authorities – if you are eligible, your Local Authority will be in touch with you to arrange payment. 

• You can find out who your local authority is here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-grant-funding-guidance-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council


BUSINESS RATE HOLIDAY

What is it?
• Retail, hospitality and leisure businesses will not have to pay business rates in the 2020/21 tax year.

There will be no rateable value limit on the relief. 

• You can estimate the business rate relief using the business rates calculator.

Who is it available to?
• All retail, hospitality and leisure businesses (including football clubs)

How to access it
• You do not need to try and access it; your local council will apply the discount automatically. 

• If your bill in incorrect then contact your local council – you can find out who your local authority is here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/calculate-your-business-rates
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council


STATUTORY SICK 
PAY REBATE

What is it?
• Businesses will be able to reclaim Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) paid for staff sickness absence due to coronavirus starting

on or after 13 March 2020. 

• The repayment will cover up to 2 weeks starting from the first day of sickness, if an employee is unable to work because of coronavirus. 

Who is it available to?
• All businesses that have fewer than 250 employees. 

• The scheme covers all types of employment contracts. 

How to access it
• The online service to reclaim SSP is not available yet. The government will announce when it is available. 

• More detailed information can be found here.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19


HMRC TIME TO 
PAY SCHEME

What is it?
• Businesses in financial distress with outstanding tax liabilities may be eligible to receive support with their tax affairs

through HMRC’s Time To Pay service.

• These arrangements are agreed on a case-by-case basis.

How to access it
• Please call the dedicated helpline: 0800 0159 559 who can help with any tax deferrals and revised payback schedule. 

• Look at this list of things to prepare before speaking to HMRC.
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https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc/your-payment-isnt-due-yet


JOB RETENTION 
SCHEME

• The government will pay 80% of the salary of staff who are kept on by their employer, covering wages of 

up to £2,500 a month. 

• It can be backdated to 1 March 2020 however guidance indicates furloughing would be linked to 

suspension of work activity ie. league suspension date.

• Employees have to have been on the PAYE payroll before 19 March 2020.

• Furlough means that an employee is on “leave of absence” and so cannot work.

• As this is an employer grant, the employee can be furloughed at more than one job and the £2500 applies 

to each employer.

• Further guidance can be accessed here and clubs are strongly encouraged to visit the website and assess if 

this applies to them.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme


BUSINESS INTERRUPTION 
LOAN SCHEME

What is it?
• A loan scheme to support SMEs to access loans, overdrafts, invoice finance and asset finance of up to £5 million for up to 6 years.

• The government will cover the first 12 months of interest payments and any lender-levied fees. This means smaller businesses will 

benefit from no upfront costs and lower initial repayments.

• The government will provide lenders with a guarantee of 80% on each loan.

Who is it available to?
• SMEs with an annual turnover up to £45 million. 

How to access it

• The scheme is up and running so please speak to your bank. 
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SPORT ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY FUND

• Sport England is making up to £195 million of funding available to help the sport and physical activity sector through the 

ongoing coronavirus (Covid-19) crisis. 

• The package includes the following which may be of interest to clubs and leagues:

• A £20m Community Emergency Fund, which will be opened immediately until 31 July 2020 for clubs and 

community organisations to bid into. Grants between £300 and £10,000 are available. Applications processed 

within 7-10 days.

• An additional £55 million to support our sector during an ongoing period of restrictions, to fund new and innovative 

ways to keep people active and, when the period of restrictions is over, to help organisations get back to business 

and adjust to a different environment.  
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SPORT ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY FUND (cont.)

• The community emergency fund has a limited resource and Sport England will be prioritising certain sectors and 

situations which is outlined in the eligibility guidance on the website.

• What Can be Funded: Rent / Utility Costs / Insurances / Facility or equipment hire / Staffing not covered by 

the JRS / Retrospective Losses

• What cannot be funded: Activities covered by Government funding / New activities / Capita; works / Costs 

beyond July 2020 / Player wages or salaries

• Clubs are advised to visit the website here.
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https://www.sportengland.org/news/coronavirus-information-sector


BOUNCE BACK LOAN SCHEME
FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

• Small businesses will be able to borrow between £2,000 and £50,000

• Firms should be able to access the money within a few days

• Businesses can apply online with a short and simple form
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• Loans will be interest free for first 12 months

• The government will work with lenders to agree a low standardised level of interest for the remaining period of the loan

• The loans will have a 100% government-backed guarantee for lenders

• The scheme will launch for applications on Monday 4th May

• Please visit this page to check eligibility and apply (after 4th May), or speak to your local bank 

• You cannot apply if you’re already claiming under the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS), 

but if you have already received a loan of up to £50,000 under CBILS and would like to transfer it into the Bounce 

Back Loan scheme, you can talk to you lender to arrange this.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan

